
ANGLICAN THEOLOGY

I. Ident i of An licanism

1. Reformed  

- the sufficiency and authority of Scriptures

Ñ justification by faith

2. Catholic 

Ñ not Roman Catholic, but "universal", "connected" as opposed to sectarian or

independent
Ñ connected to the present church

Ñ connected to the past church

II. In redientsof An licanism

1. Scripture (Art. VI, XX, XXI)

2. Thirty-Nine Articles

2. Book of Common Prayer (Thomas Cranmer)

a. Short History

b. worship is 'common'

c. Christian Calendar

d. the shape of worship

e. nature of the Eucharist

i. Roman Catholic transubstantiation disallowed (Art. XXViil)

ii. left unexplained otherwise

3. Three Ancient Creeds "agreeable to Scripture"
a. Apostles' Creed

b. Nicene Creed
c. 'Athanasian' Creed

4. Three-Fold Ordered Ministry "not repugnant to Scripture"
a. Bishop (overseer - episkopos)
b. Priest (from presbuteros, or elder)

c. Deacon



III. S irit of An licanism

1. Approach to Scriptures

a. Scripture is considered divine revelation, but no theory is official in the church

b. the Bible is 'open' - all the people are to read it for themselves (hence the early

emphasis on English translations)

c. we are to bear witness to the truth, but we cannot 'plumb the depths'

Therefore, the Anglican approach to Scripture is mark by both affirmation and restraint. It has been

referred to as 'holy reticence'.

2. Applooch to Worship

'comprehending participation' (Hooker)

Ñ comprehension

- participation

3. Some Anglican Oivines

a. Richard Hooker (1554-1600)
"God hath created nothing simply for itself, but each thing in all things, and of every thing each

part in other have such interest, that in the whole world nothing is found whereunto any thing created

can say, 'i need thee not.'"

b. George Herbert (1593-1633)

Love (XXX)
by George Herbert

Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning
If I lacked anything.

"A guest," I answered, "worthy to be here":
Love said, "You shall be he."

"I , the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,
I cannot look on thee."

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
"Who made the eyes but I ?"

"Truth, Lord; but I have marred them; let my shame
Go where it doth deserve."

"And know you not," says Love, "who bore the blame?"
"Ny dear, then I will serve."

"You must sit down," says Love, "and taste my meat ."
So I did sit and eat .


