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Gifts of the Holy Spirit:
Making Us Conduits of Grace

Session One: About Spiritual Gifts
Why talk about spiritual gifts?
o Every believer is given gifts (special abilities) by the Holy Spirit
o These gifts are to be used!
e Knowledge of the spiritual gifts is often assumed, but not elaborated.
Why the subject of spiritual gifts is often avoided:
e Many assume that everyone knows about spiritual gifts already
¢ “I don’t know, but everyone else does.”
o “I’know, so everyone else does, t0o.”
¢ Confusion about which gifts are given
¢ Charismatics believe all the gifts are active today
e Others do not :
e  Which is right?
Benefits of learning about spiritual gifts:
e Greater joy in our Christian walk
e Increased vitality in our ministries
e Clearer sense of identity in Christ
o Edification of the body
e Expansion of the body

What spiritual gifts are not:
o Fruits of the Spirit
e Natural Talents
¢ Personality Traits or Temperament
o Emotional Maturity
e Passions
e Training
So, What Are Spiritual Gifts?
e Supernatural
e Given by the Holy Spirit
e Given when the Holy Spirit indwells a believer
¢ Intended for use
e For the purpose of:

e Edification of the body
e Evangelism
¢ Controllable



However...
e Spiritual Gifts work through the grid of
e The Fruits of the Spirit
Our Natural Talents
Our Personality and Temperament
Emotional Maturity
Passions
Training
A Sugccinct Definition
e A spiritual gift is a special God-given inner prompting which enables a believer to
meet needs in a way which builds up others.
The Controversy: Three Theories of Distribution
e Continuationist
o All gifts are active today.
e Cessationist
* God is done with the sign and ofﬁce gifts.
e Suspensionist
e Sign gifts will return in the Last Days.
A better question might be,
e “AmI fully available for God to use me when, where and how He wants to use
me for His glory and the building up of His Kingdom?”
As believers indwelt by the Holy Spirit, we are conduits for His grace. Whether by gifts
or by miracles, God allow us to partner in His work.
Paul teaches that love is better than spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 13)
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http://elmertowns.com/spiritual gifts test/
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual gift
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